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Army and the times, so pregnant with consequences,
that will follow it, every spare hour, every spare minute,
should be and must be consistently devoted to main-
taining and increasing the fighting qualities of the
troops. Practice in the use of their weapons in quarters,
bivouacs, or wherever it may be, both before and
in the intervals of active warfare, will help those men
whose training has been unavoidably interrupted to
full proficiency in their effective use. This applies to
all fighting units, to the Landwehr, and to the lines of
communication and Train troops. If carried out in the
right spirit and not overdone, it will increase the man's
self-confidence and so strengthen his moral courage.
This is the foundation of fighting efficiency. Every
achievement within human possibility is practicable in
war provided the subordinate commanders keep one
single object in view—namely, success by efficiency
against superior numbers. It is a grave mistake to
regard a reported fighting inferiority of one's oppopfinis
as a necessary preliminary to victory. It is the cause of
missing many an opportunity and of spoiling the chances
of obtaining a rapid though difficult success, when every
atom of strength ought to be put into the fight.
" There are countless ways of raising and maintaining
the fighting power of an army. They'depend on the
character and energy of its leaders. Thus particular
attention must be paid to keeping the marching capacity
of the men at the highest pitch, by guarding against
the many insidious influences that may affect it,
especially sore feet and other internal and external
injuries caused by long marches, ill-fitting boots, etc.
Again, a constant,watch should be kept over the supply
of food and ammunition and over the medical care of
all ranks, including the Army Stafl, Neglect of any

